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“Spirit of the living God, Spirit of the living God, we only want to hear Your voice, we're hanging
on every word!” God is so amazing that He would allow His precious Holy Spirit to live in us and
through us and speak to us! When God’s Holy Spirit speaks we should hang onto every word!
Amen? Absolutely! Because He changes us, inspires us, and moves us to do God’s will and you
can be confident that His will is best! And at the end of the service today we are going to take
the Lord’s Supper to remember the sacrifice Jesus made in order for us to have the privilege of
The Holy Spirit living in us! Parents, if you have a child in Shorekids who has accepted Christ
and been baptized, feel free to go get them at the beginning of the invitation song so they can
participate with you. Let’s pray and ask God to inspire us today as we continue our study of
what The Holy Spirit does for us and in us! Pray…

I want to begin today by looking back at what God promised in the O.T. concerning His Holy
Spirit, and what Jesus promised His disciples concerning The Holy Spirit. Then we’re going to
look at our text for today. God promised this in the Old Testament...

Ezek 36:26  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
Ezek 36:27  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to
keep my laws.
Ezek 36:28  You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people, and I will be
your God.

You see, back in the O.T. The Holy Spirit only came upon certain individuals at certain times. It
was God’s ultimate desire to be present in all believers at all times.

Jesus later told His disciples this…

John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands.
John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be
with you forever—
John 14:17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
John 14:18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

And then we read this in Acts chapter 1…



Acts 1:4 On one occasion, while he (Jesus) was eating with them, he gave them this command:
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about.
Acts 1:5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.”
Acts 1:6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?”
Acts 1:7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his
own authority.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight.

Not long afterwards, His promise was fulfilled.

Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Acts 2:2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the
whole house where they were sitting.
Acts 2:3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each
of them.
Acts 2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them.

Now I know some of you are thinking, great, I’ve been wondering what that’s all about. Well,
that’s coming next week in our message about what The Holy Spirit does through us! So stay
tuned and come back! Today we continue our discussion of what The Holy Spirit, “God’s
Presence With Us,” does for us and we’ll see what He does in us. This has the potential to
radically change your life! You see, God’s Holy Spirit was a part of God’s divine plan from way
back in the Old Testament and Jesus understood that plan and promised to send His Holy Spirit
to live in us. As a result, The Holy Spirit does some amazing things in our lives. In fact, all the
things that Jesus did for us when He was here on this earth are made available to us and
applied to us because He sent His precious Holy Spirit to come and dwell within us! Those who
admit they are sinners in need of a Savior, believe Jesus died on the cross to be that Savior and
call upon the name of the Lord to be saved, receive The Holy Spirit into their hearts and lives!

Dr. William Stevens said this…

“We see that the Spirit works in relation to Christ. He reveals Christ, interprets His words, makes
effective His work. He does not work in and of Himself; it is all for the sake of what Christ has
done. If this were not true Christ could not have said while on the cross, “It is finished” (John
19:30)...The Spirit does not replace Christ; He makes Him real. The Holy Spirit is the divine
essence breathed out and flowing out to mankind to effect the work already decided and
accomplished.”



We see this in the words of Jesus…

John 16:13  But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
John 16:14  He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.
John 16:15  All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from
what is mine and make it known to you

So with that in mind, let’s look at our text for today which is found in Romans 5:1-5 and we’ll
discover some of the things The Holy Spirit takes from Jesus and makes known to us.

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Romans 5:2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.
Romans 5:3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance;
Romans 5:4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.
Romans 5:5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

From these five verses we gain valuable insight into what The Holy Spirit does for us. We’ve
already learned that He invites us to come to Jesus and once we do He insures us by marking
us with the seal of The Holy Spirit. We learned last week that The Holy Spirit infuses us with
power over our past life, infuses us with power in our present life, and infuses us with power for
our promised life in heaven! Today we discover even more that The Holy Spirit does for us.

1. The Holy Spirit Confirms that We are Justified through Faith in Jesus

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,

And what does the Holy Spirit have to do with this? Look at Romans 8:16…

Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

And remember this is through faith and not by feelings! The Spirit testifies with our spirit by
reminding us, teaching us and interpreting truth to us that Jesus taught us. He brings to our
minds and our memory the truth of the Word of God and we place our faith and our trust in
God’s Word, not our emotions, our feelings or our circumstances. We trust God’s unchanging
Word and promises and the unchanging work of Jesus on the Cross that brought us our
justification! Remember, Jesus said “It is finished!” There’s nothing you can do to earn your
salvation. You can only accept it or reject it! And when you hear me say that if you’re saved by



grace you stay saved by grace, I’m saying that you don’t work to keep your salvation. You don’t
have to be perfect to stay saved. In fact God’s Word is clear on this…

1 John 1:8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in
us.
1 John 2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of
the whole world.

John goes on to say that those who have accepted Christ don’t continue living in blatant and
willful sin they know to be against God’s will and plan for their lives. John says…

1 John 3:4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.
1 John 3:5 But you know that he (Jesus) appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in
him is no sin.
1 John 3:6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either
seen him or known him.

Once again, we must remember the context. He has already said that “if we claim to be without
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” So the context lets us know John is talking
about folks who claim to have repented of their sins but who have no plans or desire to change
and they just keep on living in sin, doing the same sins over and over and nothing changes in
their life whatsoever. Once again context helps us understand John is not saying we live in
sinless perfection once we come to Christ. Listen to what he says in verse 19-24…

1 John 3:19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest
in his presence:
1 John 3:20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything.
1 John 3:21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God
1 John 3:22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do
what pleases him.
1 John 3:23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to
love one another as he commanded us.
1 John 3:24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how
we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

So The Holy Spirit who lives in us helps us to have confidence that we have been justified
through Jesus’ sacrifice for us because we believe in the name of God’s Son, Jesus Christ! The
amazing thing is this: When we place our trust in the promises of God concerning our



justification in Christ and our promise of eternal life in Christ, feelings of confidence and
assurance follow. Why? Because we realize that our salvation does not depend on our
goodness and faithfulness, but upon God’s goodness and His faithfulness to keep His promises.
That confidence leads us to another beautiful thing The Holy Spirit does for us and in us…

2. The Holy Spirit Consoles Us With the Peace of Jesus

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

And what does The Holy Spirit have to do with this process? Do you remember what Jesus told
His disciples?

John 14:26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

Paul goes on to say this in Romans 15:13…

Rom 15:13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul also lists peace in the list of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22…

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,
Galatians 5:23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires.
Galatians 5:25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
Galatians 5:26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

I believe from this context we see that peace is not only peace of mind, but peace with one
another, peace within our church family and peace within our individual families. The possibility
of peace exists for those who are willing to live under the control of The Holy Spirit. And that
means we let Him control our thoughts, our attitudes, our temperament, and every other aspect
of our lives. Letting Him be in control actually gives a sense of peace because we transfer the
burdens we bear to The Holy Spirit who is God’s Spirit living in us! So listen to what God’s Word
tells us to do in 1 Peter 5:6-7…

1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in
due time.
1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.



Talk about peace! When I realize that I can cast all of my anxieties on Him and He willingly
takes my burdens because He cares for me, I have such peace. You see I know that He will
provide for me, care for me, protect me and be for me whatever else I need because I’m His
child and He is my Heavenly Father and it’s His responsibility. His Holy Spirit lives within me and
reminds me of this all the time. Why? Because I am a worrier. I’m a fretter! I’m a worse case
scenario kind of guy. I’m just being honest with you. I fight those things but I’m here to tell you
that The Holy Spirit is faithful to remind me that God’s got me and everything is in His very
capable hands if I will only trust Him! I know I’ve said this many times before but I’ll say it again,
I have to remind myself almost daily of this passage from Philippians…

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

And we know this peace comes to us by way of The Holy Spirit!!

The Psalmist reminds us to…

Psalm 55:22 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the
righteous be shaken.

And talk about being sustained, held up, given the strength to carry on, we discover this in our
text…

3. The Holy Spirit Cements our ability to stand by the Grace of Jesus

Romans 5:2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand…

Folks The Holy Spirit causes us to know and understand that the foundation we stand upon is
the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are not on sinking sand, but upon that Rock of Jesus
and all that He did for us when He lived the perfect life and died a perfect sacrifice so lost
sinners like us could be saved in this life and for eternity. Listen to the way Paul put it to his
friend Titus…

Titus 3:4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,
Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
Titus 3:6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,
Titus 3:7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of
eternal life.



Now you know why we call it amazing grace! Do you see what The Holy Spirit does within us
through the Grace of Jesus? We are washed, reborn and renewed spiritually! How is this
accomplished? The Holy Spirit is poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior
and it’s because of His grace! Paul talks about it further in Ephesians…

Ephesians 2:4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
Ephesians 2:5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by
grace you have been saved.
Ephesians 2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms
in Christ Jesus,
Ephesians 2:7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

So Paul tells Titus that “we become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” And he tells the
Ephesians that God has raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly
realms! And speaking of hope, listen to what Paul says next in our text…

4. The Holy Spirit Causes us to boast in the hope of the Glory of God

Romans 5:2… And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.

The Holy Spirit causes us to realize that our hope should be in the things of God, the things that
bring glory to God and that it brings glory to God when we trust Him to help us in our times of
need. In fact, Paul gave a word of personal testimony about this in 2 Corinthians when he had
asked the Lord to heal him three times from something. We don’t know what it was.

2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me.
2 Corinthians 12:10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

And how could Paul say that when he was weak then he was strong? Why did he delight in
weaknesses, in insults, hardships, persecutions and in difficulties? Here’s why: When we are
weak and humbly admit we can’t do things on our own, we seek the help of The Holy Spirit! Too
many times, if we think we got it, then we won’t ask for help and that’s a real problem. Human
pride can keep us from so much that God wants to do for us through His Holy Spirit! And
sometimes I have to not only admit I can’t do something because I don’t know how, or I don’t
have the strength or the resources to do it, I also have to admit I don’t even know what to pray!
And here’s the beautiful thing about that, I don’t have to know what to say or what to pray if I’m
willing to depend on God’s Holy Spirit. He'll even do the praying for me!! How cool is that?

Romans 8:26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.



Romans 8:27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.

And I love verse Romans 8:18…

Romans 8:18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that
will be revealed in us.

It’s an awesome thing to think about what God is doing in us by way of His Holy Spirit and what
He is creating us to be in this life and what He has in store for us in the life to come. Check this
out…

1 Corinthians 2:9 However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and
what no human mind has conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who love him—
1 Corinthians 2:10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches
all things, even the deep things of God.

It’s a wonderful thing to be able to boast that God will be glorified in our lives no matter what we
are going through because we know that in all things God is working for our good and for His
glory! And we have this hope because…

5. The Holy Spirit Creates within us Perspective in Jesus

Romans 5:3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance;
Romans 5:4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.

The Holy Spirit gives us perspective when we are suffering! He shows us that we are learning to
persevere and growing in our character when we are suffering! The Holy Spirit creates this
perspective because He is our advocate, our counselor, our teacher! Remember what Jesus
said to His disciples? We read it just a minute ago…

John 14:26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

The Greek word here is παράκλητος (paraklētos,) which means “called to one’s aid” as in an
Advocate, Helper, Comforter, Counselor! The Holy Spirit is all of those things to us and as a
counselor He helps us see the truth that while God doesn’t cause our suffering, He certainly can
use our suffering for good! As we read earlier in Romans 8 that all things are not good, but all
things work for the good of those called according to His purpose! Paul reminds us of this
perspective in 2 Corinthians…



2 Corinthians 1:2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort,
2 Corinthians 1:4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.
2 Corinthians 1:5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort
abounds through Christ.

Sometimes we suffer so we can understand others who suffer and be there for them when they
see no way out, no way up, no way forward. Because of what we’ve been through we have the
insight to help them know that there is hope! Katrina was an extremely difficult time for so many.
Our home had 5 ½ feet of water. But at least we still had a home. Our church building had 5 ½
feet of water as well and we were not allowed by the owners to get back in it and fix it. We’re in
a much better place now, but it was hard. But just a few years ago I was asked to speak to a
church in Rockport, Texas after Hurricane Harvey! I shared with them testimony of how God had
gotten us through and that there is life after a hurricane! I realized after that trip how God can
use the most difficult times of our lives for an eternal purpose!

Ever have times when it would be great to have a personal counselor by your side coaching you
as you respond to others, or as you give advice? As you make decisions? The Holy Spirit will be
your counselor if you'll allow Him! He will help you know how to respond to your children, your
spouse, your parents, your boss, your co-worker, your fellow students. God's Word has great
wisdom for us in all situations and the Holy Spirit inspired that Word, so it stands to reason He
would bring that Word to our hearts, minds, and mouth. This is what it means to walk in the
Spirit. It means we are always open to His counsel. One more word on the counsel of the Holy
Spirit...Remember that The Holy Spirit will never counsel you in a way that contradicts God's
Word! Never! Write it down! Never!

James also talked about having perspective in difficult times. He said…

James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
James 1:3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
James 1:4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything.

And how in the world do we find pure joy in our troubles? We know that God will use those
things to make us mature, complete and not lacking anything. Paul uses the word glory in our
text and tells this…

Romans 5:3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance;
Romans 5:4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.

How on earth does perseverance produce character and how does character produce hope?



It’s all about perspective!  The Holy Spirit is using our suffering to cause us to be transformed
into the image of Jesus!

2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.
2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the
Spirit.

Anyone in here want to be more like Jesus? Need to be more like Jesus? Paul said…

Philippians 2:1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,
Philippians 2:2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being
one in spirit and of one mind.
Philippians 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves,
Philippians 2:4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
Philippians 2:5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

If The Holy Spirit can inspire us to become more like Jesus in our character, then that can
produce great hope! It is my hope to be more like Jesus every day! I want The Holy Spirit to
mold me, make me, teach me, encourage me, guide me and lead me to be a little more like
Jesus! Talk about glorious, if The Holy Spirit can help me have the same mindset as Jesus, I’m
all for that. A little more like Jesus every day is my hope, and you know I don’t ever have to
worry about being put to shame because of that hope. In fact Paul said…

Romans 5:5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

I would like to ask our praise band to come on up to lead us in our final worship song. We will be
remembering this morning the sacrifice that Jesus made for us so that our sins could be
forgiven and His Holy Spirit would be able to come and live in our lives and do all the things He
does for us and in us! If you have a child you need to get from Shorekids who has been
baptized and will participate with us, in The Lord’s Supper, you can go get them now. Once our
team begins singing, you can make your way to one of our four tables and get a piece of bread
and the juice. Take that with you back to your seat and then I will lead us to take communion
together. After the service, myself and several counselors will be in the youth room if you would
like to pray with one of us. Let’s pray!

Luke 22:14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.
Luke 22:15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer.
Luke 22:16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”



Luke 22:17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.
Luke 22:18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.”
Luke 22:19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
Luke 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.


