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Let’s pray and ask The Holy Spirit to fill us, teach us, unify us, empower us, guide us, purify us,
and embolden us to become more like Jesus everyday as we allow His Holy Spirit to live in and
through us! Amen? Amen! Let’s pray!

What The Holy Spirit Does Through Us: The Gifts

We’ve been talking for the last two weeks about what The Holy Spirit does through us and how
the Gifts of The Holy Spirit are the ways in which He works through us! We’ve learned a lot
about the working of The Holy Spirit and we’ve looked at three of the speaking gifts: speaking in
tongues, prophecy and evangelism. We talked about the fact that while some people are
supernaturally gifted with extraordinary abilities in certain areas, like faith, prophecy and
evangelism, we all have a certain amount of faith, and are called to proclaim and share our faith
when we have the opportunity! The gifts we will talk about today are no different. We all need
the things we’ll talk about today to some degree, but we acknowledge that some people have
these gifts in supernatural proportions because it’s their spiritual gift given to them by The Holy
Spirit. I want to begin today by reminding you of something I shared with you last week because
it sets the stage for the spiritual gifts we will talk about today. Let’s look at 1 Peter 4:10-11
again…

1 Pet 4:10  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God's grace in its various forms.
1 Pet 4:11  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone
serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

We used this passage to show two divisions of gifts, speaking gifts and serving gifts. However,
when you think about what Peter just said you realize that some of the gifts fall into both
categories.

Speaking Gifts are - Apostle, prophet, pastor, teacher, evangelist, exhorter, discerner of spirits,
the word of wisdom and the word of knowledge.



However, it’s critical that we understand that all of our gifts are to be used to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace!

The Serving Gifts are - Serving, giving, leading, showing mercy, and displaying faith.

And remember how last week we said that when we live the gospel by serving others, we also
need to be able to speak and share the reasons we are using those gifts of service so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.

Now I want to quickly clarify something on the gift of prophecy. I mentioned that I don’t see
examples in the New Testament of much of what I’ve seen used and called the gift of prophecy
in modern times. We do, however, see the gift of prophecy mentioned by Paul in young
Timothy’s life when Paul instructed him with these words…

1 Timothy 4:13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and
to teaching.
1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body
of elders laid their hands on you.
1 Timothy 4:15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may
see your progress.
1 Timothy 4:16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you
will save both yourself and your hearers.

Evidently the elders in the church prophesied to Timothy that God had called him to preach and
to teach God’s Word. When I was licensed to preach I sat before a group of elders and shared
with them my salvation testimony and my call to ministry testimony. I did the same thing again,
years later when I was ordained and we had a special service where those Godly men, one by
one, placed their hands on my head as I knelt before the Lord, and they each prayed over me. It
was a very special time. Debbie and I were married by this time and she knelt beside me and
has been my faithful partner in life and ministry to this very day! I am blessed! In regards to
Timothy’s experience, Paul’s word of wisdom to him is recorded in the verses we just read and
Timothy is told not to neglect his gifts, to be diligent, and to dedicate his life to using his gifts so
others could see his progress. He was then told to watch his life and doctrine closely. I think we
need to do the same. You see it’s not that I believe that the gift of prophecy has ceased to be
given or used, however, this gift must be carefully used and much discernment is necessary
especially since a person prophesying is claiming to have a word from God Himself. One of the
best ways for a person to use this gift today would be to tell someone that God has laid a word
of wisdom or knowledge on your heart for them and then to back it up with Scripture. At that
point it is up to the person who is receiving that word to ask The Holy Spirit to affirm and confirm
whether the word spoken and the Scripture given was used in proper context and is true to the
meaning of that Scripture. This is called discernment and we all need to use discernment.
However, there are people who are given the spiritual gift of discernment. With that in mind let’s



look at the gift of discernment, because it is an important gift and is sometimes needed to clarify
or validify the use of other gifts. Our main text for today is found in 1 Corinthians 12:1-10

1 Corinthians 12:1 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed.
1 Corinthians 12:2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were
influenced and led astray to mute idols.
1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of
God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.
1 Corinthians 12:5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
1 Corinthians 12:6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work.
1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common
good.
1 Corinthians 12:8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a
message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,
1 Corinthians 12:9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one
Spirit,
1 Corinthians 12:10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another
distinguishing between spirits…

We’ll start with the gift of distinguishing between spirits which is…

The Gift of Discernment

The gift of discernment is the ability to discern spiritual things. Real vs. fake. Proper direction or
dead end street. God’s will or not. Of the Spirit of God or of the world and its spirits. Why did
Paul use the terminology “one Spirit” and “same Spirit”?

There were in Biblical times and even now other spirits at work among people.

1 Cor 12:2  You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and
led astray to mute idols.
1 Cor 12:3  Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be
cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

Evidently there were people going into ecstatic utterances and sometimes would lose control
and say very ungodly things. Paul said this kind of thing was not of The Holy Spirit. In fact he
told young Timothy this…

1 Tim 4:1  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.



1 Tim 4:2  Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been
seared as with a hot iron.

And John said this in 1 John 4:1

1 John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

Testing the spirits takes discernment. Here’s a partial list of deceiving or opposing spirits

The spirit of fear/The spirit of pride/The spirit of wickedness/The spirit of anger/The spirit of hate

Sometimes spiritual deception is not so apparent or obvious and we need to have the
discernment of The Holy Spirit. Paul said this in 1 Corinthians chapter 2…

1 Cor 2:12  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we
may understand what God has freely given us.
1 Cor 2:13  This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught
by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.
1 Cor 2:14  The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually discerned.

So all believers have access to the discernment of The Holy Spirit, but some have a
supernatural gift of discernment. I’ve known people with this gift and have at times sought their
wisdom, knowledge and advice on spiritual matters. These people usually not only have the gift
of discernment, but also the gift of exhortation or encouragement. We’ll talk about that gift a little
more next week. When a person with the gift of exhortation and the gift of discernment senses
something is wrong they exhort, or encourage people to see the error and move in the right
direction! This, however, is to be done in love and in The Spirit of Christ! Thomas R. Schreiner,
a professor of New Testament Interpretation and Biblical Theology at the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary says this…

“Too often, people think they have the gift of discernment when in fact they have a critical,
fault-finding, cynical, and negative spirit. They think they have the gift of discernment when
they’re actually sinning!”

Some people will brag and say, “I just tell it like it is and if it hurts people, so be it!” Folks, if the
truth of the Word of God offends, that’s one thing, but if the way we speak it offends that’s
another thing altogether! Paul gave us some wisdom on the use of this gift in his letter to the
Ephesians…

Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.



Professor Schreiner says: “This verse can assist us in determining if we really have the gift of
discernment. Is our motivation to grant grace to those who hear us? Are we building others up
or tearing them down? ...Are we truly loving those whom we’re correcting, or do we just want to
express our opinion because we’re certain we’re correct? By God’s grace, we should want to
speak healing words that strengthen others.”

I couldn’t agree more! And folks, when it comes to our current political and social climate, what
we say and how we say it is so critical. In fact I believe we really need the gift of discernment
before we post on social media! Will what I’m about to post help or hurt? Have I made sure that
I’m posting truth, and am I saying it in a way that portrays the Spirit of Christ and His desire to
change lives with His truth? We’re about to move on to the spiritual gifts of wisdom and
knowledge, but let me just give you some words of wisdom and knowledge on the subject of
discernment before we do.

Proverbs 15:1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
Proverbs 15:2 The tongue of the wise adorns knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.

Proverbs 15:4 The soothing tongue is a tree of life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit.

Proverbs 15:28 The heart of the righteous weighs its answers, but the mouth of the wicked
gushes evil.

James 1:19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry,

So let me put it this way: Be quick to listen, really listen before you speak, and most of all listen
to The Holy Spirit! Be slow to speak because you are taking the time to pray about what you are
going to say! And know this: when you are listening to The Holy Spirit and praying to God, it’s a
lot harder to lose your temper because The Holy Spirit will bring discernment to your spirit! I’ve
got a lot to learn in this area! There are too many times when I quickly state my opinion when I
should take a minute, pray a minute, or maybe several minutes or maybe even set a time to get
back with a person at a later time once I’ve had time to pray about and consider my response. I
think we could all do better when it comes to using discernment.

Now we will look at the spiritual gifts of Wisdom and Knowledge. They are closely akin! Paul
said this in 1 Corinthians 12…

1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common
good.
1 Cor 12:8  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the
message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,

The Gift of Wisdom



Once again, some folks have a supernatural, Holy Spirit given, gift of wisdom. The Bible records
that Stephen had the gift of wisdom and says this about those who argued with him…

Acts 6:10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke.

I believe Paul the Apostle had the supernatural gift of wisdom. However, he was extremely
humble about it. Here’s what he wrote to the church at Corinth…

1 Corinthians 2:1 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not
come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.
1 Corinthians 2:2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified.
1 Corinthians 2:3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling.
1 Corinthians 2:4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but
with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power,
1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.
1 Corinthians 2:6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.
1 Corinthians 2:7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God
destined for our glory before time began.
1 Corinthians 2:8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory.
1 Corinthians 2:9 However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and
what no human mind has conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who love him—
1 Corinthians 2:10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches
all things, even the deep things of God.

So while Paul had the spiritual gift of wisdom, he makes it abundantly clear that  God has made
His wisdom available to all believers. And we know this to be true because those who have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior have been given the gift of The Holy Spirit and Jesus said
that His Spirit would reveal to us and remind us of His teachings!

John 14:26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

And we know that Old Testament Scripture was given to us so that we could have the wisdom of
God to guide us in living our lives! That’s why we were given the Ten Commandments and it’s
also why God allowed the Psalms of King David, the wisdom sayings of his son Solomon, the
prophets and the poets to be preserved and passed down to us! Listen to Proverbs 1:1-7…

Proverbs 1:1 The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:
Proverbs 1:2 for gaining wisdom and instruction; for understanding words of insight;
Proverbs 1:3 for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing what is right and just and fair;



Proverbs 1:4 for giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the
young—
Proverbs 1:5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance—
Proverbs 1:6 for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise.
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.

Jesus is our greatest example of the Gift of Wisdom. He had such wisdom in the way He
handled everything in His brief 3 and ½ years of ministry! Isaiah prophesied these words about
Jesus…

Isaiah 11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
Isaiah 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
Isaiah 11:3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with
his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;
Isaiah 11:4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for
the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips
he will slay the wicked.

And here’s the awesome thing: Jesus has sent His Holy Spirit to live in our hearts and lives and
because of that we have access to the very wisdom and understanding Jesus had. He even
said that He would reveal things to us…

John 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
John 16:14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known
to you.
John 16:15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from
me what he will make known to you.”

The big question when it comes to the wisdom of God is this: Are we listening? Those who have
the spiritual gift of wisdom are certainly listening to God and are thereby able to discern His
voice and proclaim His Word! But, all of us need the wisdom of God! James said this…

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to you.

Are we asking for wisdom and placing ourselves in a position to hear and receive that wisdom?
Are we spending time in His Word, in His presence, in prayer, and in walking in His ways on a
daily basis?  Paul indicates that God has plans and purposes for those who do! And one of
those purposes is to allow His Holy Spirit to give us…

The Gift of Knowledge



Paul had this to say to the Colossians…

Col 1:9  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and
understanding.
Col 1:10  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
Col 1:11  being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully
Col 1:12  giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the kingdom of light.

Anybody in this room besides me that needs the gift of knowledge that you…

Col 1:10 …“may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
Col 1:11  being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience…

You see, it’s not just knowledge for knowledge's sake! God wants us to grow in the knowledge
of God so we can…

Live a life worthy of the Lord!

Not that we could ever be worthy of the salvation of grace, mercy and forgiveness God has
granted to us, but we should want to live lives that show our gratitude for all we’ve been given!
And to live lives like that we must have the knowledge of God’s Word, His principles, and His
will! And God wants us to have the knowledge to know how we can

Please Him in every way!

Ephesians 5:8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children
of light
Ephesians 5:9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)
Ephesians 5:10 and find out what pleases the Lord.
Ephesians 5:11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.

Bear fruit in every good work!

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.



Be strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great
endurance and patience!

Anybody in this room that needs to be strengthened with God’s power? Anyone in this room
need the ability to endure with patience the trials and tribulations you bear in this life? I think that
would be all of us, if we’re honest with ourselves! So we all need to be growing in our
knowledge of God and His Word. Have you ever known people who read and retain? They have
a grasp of facts. There seems to be no end to their ability to retain information. That may be a
natural gift they have and that’s not a bad thing, but if you have that natural gift of knowledge, be
careful, it can sometimes be dangerous. Paul warned…

1 Cor 8:1  . . .We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
1 Cor 8:2  The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know.
1 Cor 8:3  But the man who loves God is known by God.

The spiritual gift of knowledge given by The Holy Spirit, on the other hand, is a supernatural gift
given whereby the individual has a precise finding of Scriptural knowledge and an impeccable
timing! The Holy Spirit gifts this person supernaturally to know what, when and how to speak
into a person’s life or into groups of people’s lives!  The ability to speak the knowledge of God
with conviction and at the same time with love is something we must have the wisdom of God to
do. Remember I said the gifts of Wisdom and Knowledge are closely akin? Here’s how…

The ability to properly apply knowledge to everyday life requires wisdom! And how do we do
this? James tells us this…

James 3:17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

And I’ll close with this, many times those who have been gifted with discernment, wisdom, and
knowledge, are then called by God and given…

The Gift of Teaching

Eph 4:11  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,
Eph 4:12  to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up
Eph 4:13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Eph 4:14  Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown
here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their
deceitful scheming.
Eph 4:15  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the
Head, that is, Christ.



Teaching goes beyond talking about the love of God! It’s having the ability to explain it, illustrate
it, and demonstrate it! And while you may not have the supernatural gift of teaching to get up
and speak to the masses, we all are teaching someone with the way we live and with the way
we communicate with our words. So are there any instructions for us when it comes to teaching
with our lives and our words? Oh, there is, and they are powerful and oh so pertinent to our lives
within the church and without!

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
Colossians 3:14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect
unity.
Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful.
Colossians 3:16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God
with gratitude in your hearts.
Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.


