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Sermon Discussion Guide

Just three days into their journey to inherit the Promised Land, the people of Israel
started complaining about their hardships and cravings. Their example shows us that
complaining is detrimental to the freedom that God gives his people in three main ways.
First, It is like a contagious virus that causes destruction to those who it infects (11:1-3). Second,
complaining distorts the reality of our past experience, present provision, and future vision
(11:4-9; 31-35) Third, complaining weakens others--the whole body of Christ and especially the
spiritual leaders (11:10-26). However, God is merciful and gave the cure for their
complaining--His Holy Spirit. We can bring our groanings to the Lord and he will respond
with help and provision. Even when we don't know how to pray, the Spirit will groan on our
behalf. So, may we heed the example of the Israelites and not resort to grumbling in unbelief
and ingratitude to the Lord. Instead, let us remember that God works for the good of those
who love him, and therefore, we can always remember how good we've got it.

HIGHLIGHT

e Read the Text - Numbers 11

e Ask for someone to read the text aloud. Or you read the text aloud.

e Look for Highlights - As the text is read, tell the group to be looking out for the
highlights (a particular verse, something new learned, a reminder, a question, etc.)

EXPLAIN
e Towhom was it originally written? Why?

e How does it fit with the verses before and after it?
e What is the Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY

e What does this mean today?
e What is God saying to you personally?
e How can you apply this message to your life?

RESPOND

e |In what ways does this passage call you to action?
e How will you be different because of what you've learned?
e What s a prayer to God in response to what you read today?



