
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Plan and the Problems 
January 5, 2020 

Sermon Discussion Guide 

This  message  looks  at  God’s  plan  for  humanity  and  the  ensuing  problems 
with  the  plan. It’s  not  that  God’s  plan  was  flawed,  but  there  was  a  variable  in  His 
plan,  and  that variable  was  us!  He  knew  all  about  the  variable  when  He 
implemented  His  plan.  Our creating  problems  with  His  plan  did  not  catch  Him  by 
surprise.  After  all,  He  is  an  all-knowing,  all-powerful,  and sovereign  God.  But,  as the 
sovereign  God,  He  made  a  choice  to allow  those  variables  in  His  plan.  We  will  look 
at  the  elements  of  God’s  plan  found  in  the Genesis  narrative,  and  the  problems 
caused  by  human  refusal  to  follow  God’s  plan!  We end  by  looking  at  God’s 
contingency  plan  and  it’s  fulfillment  through  Jesus  in  The  New Testament!  
 

HIGHLIGHT 

● Read the Text -​ ​Genesis 1:26-27; Genesis 2:7-10; Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3:1-24 
Ask for someone to read the text aloud. Or you read the text aloud. 

● Look for Highlights -​ ​As the text is read, tell the group to be looking out for the 
highlights (a particular verse, something new learned, a reminder, a question, etc.) 
  

EXPLAIN  

● To whom was it originally written?  Why? 
● How does it fit with the verses before and after it? 
● What is the Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text? 

  

APPLY  

● What does this mean today? 
● What is God saying to you personally? 
● How can you apply this message to your life? 

  

RESPOND 

● In what ways does this passage call you to action? 



● How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? 
● What is a prayer to God in response to what you read today? 


