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Finding Victory Over Giants
1 Samuel 16 & 17

Sermon Summary

This message looks at Kind David’s life before becoming King. It basically follows the 
way God prepared David for the calling and purpose God had for him in life. David 
learns at a very early age to to trust God’s power in his life and God’s plan for his life. 
David faced some giants in his young life, but was able to overcome because he relied 
on God’s power and trusted God’s plan! 1 Samuel 16 & 17 chronicle these events. We 
learn from David’s story that wants to to help us find victory over any giant that would 
come against us by using His power to prepare us, to protect us, to pilot our 
circumstances and to promote us in ways we never imagined. God’s power and God’s 
plan are inseparably tied together. We also learn from David’s story that man has his 
plans, but God has a greater plan. God’s plan is greater because it brings confidence 
and achieves victory. Throughout the message we are reminded how each of these 
points concerning God’s power and plan are very applicable to our lives today as we too 
face giants in life!

I'm so thankful for our worship team! Even in this virtual setting they are still doing a 
phenomenal job leading us into the presence of God every week! I'm so thankful. I know 
this has not been an easy thing for them, or for Andrew. There have been some giant 
hurdles to overcome, but they've been doing it. Thanks guys and gals! Now I know that 
all of you have had to overcome some giant hurdles in your own lives during this 
pandemic. And of course, many, if not most of you have faced giants before! Some of 
you may still be facing giants in your life and they may not be directly caused by our 
present situation, but this has made the giants even bigger! But I've got some great 
news for you today! As we continue reading through God's Word using our  Foundations 
260 plan, we will discover how to find victory over giants no matter what kind or size! A 
man by the name of David, who we met last week in our message, will be our case 
study and example for finding victory over giants! Let's pray before we get started! 
Prayer!

Lord Jesus, one of the biggest giants I've ever faced in my life was the guilt of my sin! 
Jesus, You are so precious to me. Your willingness to love me, a sinner, condemned 
and unclean. Your willingness to pay for those sins and to cleanse me of those sins still 
amazes me after all these years of following You. I know I've not always trusted You and 
I still make mistakes! Yet You still love, and forgive. You still offer the power to overcome 
sin and whatever else this world throws at any of us! I know there are families in our 
church dealing with extreme hardships and yet they are still trusting and holding on to 
Your hands to guide them and to give them direction even in these trying times! I know 
it's Your power and presence that will sustain them. You have a plan! Satan will not win 
and we will not be defeated! We remember the promise greater is the One in us than 
the one in the world! We depend upon Your Holy Spirit to empower us as we live each 
and every day with an eternal purpose! Our city, our state, our nation and our world are 



facing a giant that has come in the form of a microscopic virus. We pray you will help us 
overcome this epidemic and continue sharing Your love with people in desperate need 
of a spiritual awakening! Now I pray Your Holy Spirit will speak to our hearts and minds 
today so we can learn to live victorious lives no matter the giants we face!  In Jesus 
Name, Amen!!

Last week we talked about the ingredients for living in the promised land. There were 
four: Sincere Prayer to God, Listening to God, Obedience to God, and a Passion for 
God! God showed the Prophet Samuel that David was a man after God's own heart. In 
other words, David sought to know God's heart. As a result, he prayed, listened, obeyed 
and had a passion for God! But even though David was a man after God's own heart, 
he still faced giants! Sometimes we think if we do all the right things we won't face any 
giants. That's simply not true. As we look at David today we're going to see how David 
faced his giants and how God gave him victory! Today's message gives us two main 
weapons to use in finding victory over giants:

God's Power
God's Plan

God worked in King David's life to give him direction for the God-given purposes he was 
to accomplish. Today we will learn that if we are going to find God's purpose for our lives 
and gain victory over our giants we must trust in God's Power and God's Plan! Let's 
begin with...

God's Power

God's power is the force we must have to follow God's designed path for us. God is the 
only one with the strength to get us were we need to be and to help us overcome the 
giants we will face along the way! I know it's not always easy to trust God's power! 
Sometimes we wonder if He's gonna come through for us. Sometimes we get impatient 
waiting on His timing and take matters into our own hands! But God is patient with our 
impatience! He's calm when we are agitated. He's understanding when we can't figure 
things out and throw a million questions at Him. He's loving when we are not and He's 
faithful when we falter! 

Walking by faith is trusting not in our own power or understanding, but trusting in God's 
power to help us understand and follow His trajectory, His path, His direction for our 
lives no matter the obstacles. Especially when the obstacles are giants like loss of a 
loved one, loss of a job, loss of physical well being, uncertainty, depression, addiction, 
anger, you name it! What do you do in times like these? We're going to find some 
direction by looking back at King David's life before he was actually crowned King. 

We know from last week's message that Saul had been rejected as the King of Israel 
and David had been chosen. However, the implementation and installation of David as 
King was not going to be right away. Why? David had some growing to do! There were 
things that needed to happen in David's life to prepare him to be the leader. Have you 



ever wondered why God sometimes doesn't take you the shortest route to a 
destination? Why God doesn't just use His power to get rid of all the giants for you, and 
take you straight to your ultimate destination? As we’ll see, God’s power and God’s plan 
are inseparably tied together. I've shared this before, but it bears repeating...

If you're at point A and God has told you He wants you to eventually be at point E, our 
logic would be to draw a straight line from point A to point E. But here's the deal. God 
may take you to point B first because you need to pick up some resources there. He'll 
then take you to point C because you need to learn some lessons that will help you 
down the road when you face a giant. He will then take you to point D because there's 
some folks you need to meet there who will be instrumental in helping you fulfill your 
mission in life! If God took you straight from A to E, you would be ill-equipped to 
accomplish your mission at point E. And if you didn't fight any giants along the way, you 
would be weak and vulnerable to future enemy attacks because you would not have
learned to trust God's power in times of battle! It's about trusting God's power and not 
your own. You're going to face giants in this life, physical, mental, emotional, and 
spiritual! Finding victory over these giants requires you to...

Trust God's Power to Prepare You

After David was anointed King by Samuel, David didn't quit his job tending sheep or 
head off to a leadership retreat. He didn't begin planning and plotting how he was going 
to take over from Saul. He actually continued to faithfully do the small things he was 
responsible to do! And they may have seemed small to David, but God was preparing 
him in big ways to do the job he would be called to do. David's journey to leadership 
began as a shepherd boy. He learned skills of responsibility and discovered the 
importance of trusting in God's power as a shepherd.

Jesus once said this...

Luke 16:10  "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.

David was faithful in the little things and God  had plans for bigger things for David. God 
already had a way to get young David a position in the King's court. Check this out...

1 Sam 16:14  Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the LORD tormented him.
1 Sam 16:15  Saul's attendants said to him, "See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting 
you.

Quickly, let me share a couple of things with you. When it says the Spirit of the Lord had 
departed from Saul, it was because Saul was being disobedient to God in many ways. 
God could not continue to bless that disobedience. I believe God still loved Saul, but He 
had rejected him as King of Israel because of his disobedience. There was a difference 
in the way God's Spirit worked with humankind in The Old Testament. Under the Old 



Covenant The Spirit of God came on certain individuals for a limited time to accomplish 
certain things. After Jesus came, He sent His Holy Spirit to live in the heart of any 
person who would accept Him. And once a person allows The Holy Spirit to enter their 
soul, He never leaves them or forsakes them. That's the beauty of the new covenant! 
And let me just say a quick word about why it says the evil spirit tormenting Saul was 
from the Lord.

The concept of Satan had not yet been revealed to humankind. They had no concept of 
Satan. It wasn't until later that God revealed in Scripture the concept of Satan and the 
evil spiritual forces that are in the world. So in their minds everything, both good and 
bad originated from God.

God's Word clarifies in the New Testament that God is not tempted with evil nor does 
He tempt anyone with evil! Amen. This is why we need to always consider the context of 
Scripture when we are studying God's Word. Ok, let's continue with the story. Saul's 
attendants suggested that Saul let them find someone who could play a harp to cheer 
him up when he was tormented. One of his attendants had heard David play and 
suggested him. Scripture tells us...

1 Sam 16:21  David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, 
and David became one of his armor-bearers.
1 Sam 16:22  Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, "Allow David to remain in my 
service, for I am pleased with him."
1 Sam 16:23  Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David would take his harp  
and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would 
leave him.

How about that for amazing. God uses His power to take a shepherd boy and get him 
into the King's court so he can begin his training. David probably never imagined when 
he was taking harp lessons that God was going to use those lessons as a part of His 
plan to prepare him to become the king of Israel. So the take home for this is when calls 
you and sends you in a direction, you can trust His power to prepare you to be able to 
achieve your God-given purpose no matter the giants  you will face! What happens next 
is also amazing because it teaches you to…

Trust God's Power to Protect You

1 Sam 17:3  The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley 
between them.
1 Sam 17:4  A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine 
camp. He was over nine feet tall.
1 Sam 17:5  He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of 
bronze weighing five thousand shekels ;
1 Sam 17:6  on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his 
back.



1 Sam 17:7  His spear shaft was like a weaver's rod, and its iron point weighed six 
hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him.
1 Sam 17:8  Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out 
and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? 
Choose a man and have him come down to me.
1 Sam 17:9  If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I 
overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us."
1 Sam 17:10  Then the Philistine said, "This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a 
man and let us fight each other."
1 Sam 17:11  On hearing the Philistine's words, Saul and all the Israelites were 
dismayed and terrified.

Ok, would you be dismayed and terrified as well? I probably would have been. 
Especially if my leader, lacked any confidence or direction from God! Remember back 
then a nine foot tall giant who could wear all that armor and carry heavy spears, would 
have an almost nuclear advantage. It would be like a facing a tank with a bow and 
arrow! Anyone in this room ever felt like you were facing those kinds of giants in your 
life? Ever felt dismayed and terrified by your circumstances? Well, if you want to find 
victory over those giants you must learn to trust God's power to protect you no matter 
what you face. And if you're willing to trust God's power for protection, then He'll help 
you accomplish your God-given purposes and He'll help you...  

Trust God's Power to Pilot Your Circumstances

Once again, God used His power to work circumstances around to get David in the right 
place at the right time and then provided him the protection he needed. Some 
circumstances we have control over and some we don't have any control over. I believe 
with all my heart it is more important to just live the principles of God's Word wherever 
you are at the moment and trust God to lead your circumstances. Pray about things and 
study your options and make the best decisions you can with the information you have, 
but then trust God with the rest! He will give you direction. 

In fact, David would someday have a son named Solomon who would put it this way…

Prov 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
Prov 3:6  in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

It's kind of the philosophy of bloom where you're planted! Let's see what happened next. 
It's amazing...

1 Sam 17:14  David was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul,
1 Sam 17:15  but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father's sheep at 
Bethlehem.
1 Sam 17:16  For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and 
took his stand.



David’s father, Jesse tells David to take some supplies to his brothers on the front lines. 

1 Sam 17:20  Early in the morning David left the flock with a shepherd, loaded up and 
set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its 
battle positions, shouting the war cry.
1 Sam 17:21  Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other.
1 Sam 17:22  David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and 
greeted his brothers.
1 Sam 17:23  As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, 
stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it.
1 Sam 17:24  When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear.

David went back and forth from playing the harp for Saul when Saul was at home, to 
tending his father's sheep when Saul was away at war. David was faithful in little things!
Notice the amazing way God used the concern of David's Dad for his sons to get David 
to go out to the battle field? Every little circumstance was designed by God to put David 
in the right place at the right time! So powerful. Maybe one of the giants David was 
facing was the giant of inferiority. He was a lowly shepherd. His brothers were warriors.
Some of them would ridicule David. David needed inspiration to step up and he had 
gotten that when he heard Goliath's blasphemy.    

Have you ever felt like you were a nobody? Nothing special? Well that giant comes 
crashing down when you realize you are a child of God, fearfully and wonderfully made 
in the image of God. Fight the giant of inferiority by...

Trusting God's Power to Promote You

What David heard Goliath say would change his life and the life of Israel. David is about 
to be promoted from Harp player to mighty warrior! Let's continue the story...

1 Sam 17:25  Now the Israelites had been saying, "Do you see how this man keeps 
coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who 
kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his father's 
family from taxes in Israel."
1 Sam 17:26  David asked the men standing near him, "What will be done for the man 
who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?"
1 Sam 17:27  They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, "This is 
what will be done for the man who kills him."
1 Sam 17:28  When Eliab, David's oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he 
burned with anger at him and asked, "Why have you come down here? And with whom 
did you leave those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you are and how 
wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle."
1 Sam 17:29  "Now what have I done?" said David. "Can't I even speak?"
1 Sam 17:30  He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, 
and the men answered him as before.



1 Sam 17:31  What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for 
him.
1 Sam 17:32  David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; 
your servant will go and fight him."
1 Sam 17:33  Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight 
him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth."
1 Sam 17:34  But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's 
sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock,
1 Sam 17:35  I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it 
turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.
1 Sam 17:36  Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised 
Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God.
1 Sam 17:37  The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the 
bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the 
LORD be with you."

It's simply awe inspiring to see how God had used David's time as a shepherd to 
prepare him to become a mighty warrior. David had learned to trust God's power for 
protection against anything that came his way. And now God was going to use His 
power to promote David to a position of great leadership in Israel even before he would 
become the official King of Israel. What God is about to do through David is going to 
shake the nation of Israel and change the course of their history. 

But listen to me: Just like David, God wants to to help you find victory over any giant 
that would come against you by using His power to prepare you, to protect you, to pilot 
your circumstances and to promote you in ways you never imagined. King David would 
later write these words...

Psa 20:6  Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy 
heaven with the saving power of his right hand.
Psa 20:7  Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the 
LORD our God.

Now our second weapon for finding victory over giants...

God's Plan

God's plan leaves no stone unturned and He works even in the smallest details to make 
sure His plans for our lives succeed no matter what giants we face. God has a plan for 
David and God's power is about to promote David from shepherd boy to mighty warrior.  
What happens next is so typical! It's like Saul tells "David go and the Lord be with you," 
but, just in case…He didn't really say that last part, but as we're going to see...



Man Has His Own Plan

1 Sam 17:38  Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him 
and a bronze helmet on his head.
1 Sam 17:39  David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, 
because he was not used to them. "I cannot go in these," he said to Saul, "because I 
am not used to them." So he took them off.

Now let me say this. I said it just a few Sundays ago. I think if your going to play football, 
you should wear your gear. If your going to ride a motorcycle you should wear your 
helmet, if your going to ride in a car you should wear your seatbelt, if you're a first 
responder you need your personal protective equipment. That's just good wisdom. But 
there's going to be times in this life when the only thing that's going to save you is the 
hand of God! And when it comes to facing the giants we all face in this life, we've got to 
rely on God's plan, not our own. Again, I'm not saying we don't plan, or think, or use our 
heads for something other than a hat rack. But we need to be humble enough to ask 
God to lead us in the making of our plans! We need to ask God to give us His wisdom in 
any plan of action. James put it this way...

James 4:13  Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money."
James 4:14  Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? 
You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
James 4:15  Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or 
that."

Nothing wrong with making plans, but you should be humble enough to admit that even 
the best laid schemes of mice and men, sometimes go awry! Don't just throw out your 
plans, but ask God to help you make sure your plans are tracking with His plans, and 
are guided by the principles of God, especially when seeking victory over giants!

Prov 15:22  Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.

Okay, back to David. He was not a weakling, but he was not a nine foot tall giant. All the 
stuff they loaded onto David caused him to not even be able to walk. Saul was thinking, 
we'll match the giant when it comes to armament. We'll fight fire with fire! But this fight 
was not going to be won with conventional warfare tactics or tactical gear. God had a 
plan and David was going to have to trust that plan. 

Sometimes that's really hard. It is a very natural and human thing to want to be in 
control of your life. Giving that control to someone else is a very scary thing. But we 
have to come to a place in our lives where we trust God's intentions and His motives. 
David took off all the armor Saul had put on him. David knew the only way he was going 
to defeat this giant was if God was with him. David knew he would need to trust God's 
power and God's Plan! And yes... 



God Has His Plan

Without God's power and God's plan, all the man made weapons in the world would be 
useless. Listen to what David does...

1 Sam 17:40  Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the 
stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, 
approached the Philistine.

David takes his shepherd's staff, five smooth stones from a stream, which he puts in his 
shepherd's bag, his sling shot, and he approaches the giant. Now to the world, that's 
just plain insane! David's older brother, Eliab is probably thinking, "good riddance, he'll 
never come out of this alive!" Eliab's jealousy of David had most likely caused him to 
dismiss the stories David had told of his battles with the lions and bears as fabricated 
lies. But on this day, Eliab, along with the rest of the world would discover that David 
had been truthful!  On this day the world would see what can happen when a person 
trusts God's power and God's plan! What in the world is God's plan for those five little 
stones? Pelting a giant wearing armor with rocks is just gonna make him mad! But God 
had a plan. The enemy had no idea what was coming. The enemy was defiant, prideful, 
and blasphemous! 

1 Sam 17:41  Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept 
coming closer to David.
1 Sam 17:42  He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and 
handsome, and he despised him.
1 Sam 17:43  He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods.
1 Sam 17:44  "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and 
the beasts of the field!"

Talk about life lessons! We don't need to rush over what happened here. Why? Because 
you and I face spiritual giants in our lives today and those giants are motivated and 
generated by the same enemy that faced David and the nation of Israel. It's the enemy 
of God. For the nation of Israel the enemy came in the form of a pagan and ruthless 
people called the Philistines. For you and me, we understand there are evil spiritual 
forces fighting against God and fighting against us! Satan hates God and because we 
are loved by God, Satan hates us and will use the same kind of tactics against us he 
used against David. Goliath kept getting closer and closer to David. This is called 
intimidation. 

Has Satan ever used difficulties in your life to intimidate you? Have you ever faced a 
dark night of the soul where the dark shadows  seemed to creep closer and closer? Did 
you notice how Goliath looked at David and saw that he was only a boy. He saw that he 
had a ruddy complexion and was handsome and Goliath despised him. Bullies hate it 
when someone else is better than them in anything! Goliath begins to taunt David and 
make fun of him. "So you think I'm a little dog and you're going to come at me with 



sticks?" Goliath then begins to curse God's name trying to make David feel insecure 
about God and doubt. Maybe he was trying to get David to question why God didn't take 
Goliath down Himself? Why didn't God just send a lightning bolt and strike this 
blasphemer down?

We asked this question earlier, if God is truly God, why He doesn't just take care of 
business and make the way easy for His followers? Why doesn't God just make the 
spiritual monsters go away? Why does God ever allow His children to suffer? 

God is more concerned with your Character than He is with your Comfort!

If every time a child has a problem, the parent runs to his or her aid and fixes 
everything, then the child will never grow up! They will never learn how to do anything. 
Of course a good parent will help their children, but they know when to help and when 
not to help! They know how to help, while still allowing the child to develop and grow 
and gain confidence. God could have just thrown a lightning bolt at Goliath, but that was 
not His plan! His plan was to work through David and use him to defeat the bully enemy. 
This would increase David's confidence as a leader and his trust in God's divine plan! 

In our lives, Satan is like a bully giant. He uses circumstances in our lives to threaten 
us. He wants us to doubt God's plan or to question whether there even is a plan. You 
know what I'm talking about. You've been there and so have I! It's not wrong to ask 
questions, but we've go to get to the place where we trust God has a plan and trust Him 
to work that plan for our good! Now I know not all things that happen to us are good, but 
listen to what God's Word promises us...

Rom 8:28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.
Rom 8:29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

Did you see that? What is God's will and purpose for you and me? He wants us to be 
more like Jesus, to be conformed to the likeness of His son! God wants you to be you 
and me to be me, but He wants all of us to be more like Jesus! Part of the way he does 
that is by allowing us to face giants of all kinds and then He builds us and grows us 
spiritually as we battle and defeat those giants by His grace, mercy and great strength. 
This is how you grow your testimony! Paul goes on to say...

Rom 8:30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also glorified.

So when the monster Satan tells you your not good enough or strong enough, or you've 
done too much bad to be forgiven, remember, God called you and when you accepted 
that and asked Jesus into your heart you were justified and glorified by His power and 
according to His plan! And check this out...



Rom 8:31  What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be 
against us?

Can I get an amen, thank you Jesus! Now that's a verse that David had never read 
because it's in the New Testament and was written many years after David lived his life, 
but I can tell you this, David knew the principle of Romans 8:31 and what happens next 
changes David's life, the nation of Israel and the way people would view David.

God's Plan Gives Confidence

1 Sam 17:45  David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear 
and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

Folks that kind of confidence is not boastful, prideful, self-confidence, but a God-
confidence that knows God is going to work all things together for our good! Talk about 
character building! David has now taken a stand and there was no turning back. Just as 
God had given David good aim when fighting lions and bears and helped him hit the 
right notes when playing his harp for King Saul, David knows God will be with him now! I 
want that kind of confidence in my Lord. I want to face any giant that comes my way and 
know that God will help me defeat that giant! Listen to what David says in verse 47...

1 Sam 17:47  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the 
LORD saves; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give all of you into our hands."
1 Sam 17:48  As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the 
battle line to meet him.
1 Sam 17:49  Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the 
Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on 
the ground.
1 Sam 17:50  So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a 
sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.

God's Plan Achieves Victory

David's confidence in God caused him to run quickly to the battle line to meet Goliath in 
battle. Maybe we need to stop running away from spiritual battles and instead find God's 
plan of attack and run into battle. David reached into his bag and took out a single 
stone! When your trusting God's aim, His power, and His plan, you just need one stone. 
So why did he take five stones? Was it a lack of faith? I don't think so. He only pulled 
one out. I don't even know if David knew the reason God had him gather five stones. 
But I believe God did this to teach future generations a lesson. I'm extrapolating from 
Scripture here. This is my opinion, but I'm not the only one with this opinion. I 
discovered this in a message from a pastor back in Tennessee in the 90's and I've never 
forgotten it. Here it is: Goliath had four giant relatives that David would face after he 
became King. Here's the lesson. There's more than one giant you will face in life. Don't 



be discouraged. God has a plan to help you deal with every giant you will face! Check 
this out in 2 Samuel 21... 

2 Sam 21:22  These four were descendants of Rapha in Gath, and they fell at the hands 
of David and his men.
2 Sam 22:1  David sang to the LORD the words of this song when the LORD delivered 
him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.
2 Sam 22:2  He said: "The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;
2 Sam 22:3  my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my 
salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior-- from violent men you save 
me.
2 Sam 22:4  I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my 
enemies.

Let's worship the One who gives us victory over our giants with His Power and His Plan!


